
To celebrate its 12th birthday in 2007 – the 
organisation’s last year of being a child – The Ark 
commissioned a wide range of projects and events 
designed to encourage children and artists to explore 
together what it means to be a child in today’s world. 
Central to this programme was The Ark’s Artist in 
Residency whereby The Ark sought to engage a 
visual artist, in any discipline or medium, to undertake 
an 11-month residency during the Year of Childhood. 
We subsequently appointed Yvonne Cullivan, a visual 
artist working in a diverse range of traditional and 
digital media. Since graduating, she has exhibited 
regularly and undertaken residencies in Ireland 
as well as Spain. She has worked as a tutor and 
on collaborative, artist-in-schools and community 
regenerative projects for a number of years. 

The theme of the residency was ‘physicality’, a 
theme which was intentionally broad, yet at the 
same time highly specific to all children’s lives. It 
was hoped that this theme would be investigated 
in different ways over the course of the residency, 
allowing both artist and child to explore and enjoy  
a wide range of experiences. 

The Ark’s commitment to a longer term project 
evolved into different phases, such as one-off 
public and schools workshops in the spring, 
time for the artist to produce her own work in the 
summer and longer term workshops with four 
groups in the autumn. This process involved over 
1700 participants. A continuous work in progress, 
the residency was playful and experimental in 
its essence, allowing children and young people 
to develop their own ideas and make an equal 
contribution to the artistic direction. The funding 

for this particular residency was made possible by 
the generous support of a foundation that wishes 
to remain anonymous. We are extremely grateful 
to our funders: The Arts Council; Department of 
Education and Science; Dublin City Council; Ulster 
Bank Group and Temple Bar Cultural Trust, who 
support the core costs of The Ark on a year-round 
basis. We are particularly grateful to the Department 
of Arts, Sports and Tourism for their grant towards 
the Year of Childhood. We would also like to 
acknowledge additional funders for this project: 
Dublin Inner City Partnership and South Dublin 
County Council. 

The residency was supported by Helen Barry, 
Visual Arts Project Manager; Moya Muldowney, 
Support Artist; Sarah Finlay, Visual Arts Advisor 
and Jole Bortoli, Artist and Mentor. The Ark would 
like to thank the children, young people, teachers, 
principals, classroom assistants, parents, youth 
workers, students and volunteers. Under the 
guidance of CREATE, Deirdre Healy and Mark 
Joyce, an invaluable contribution from the students 
at the Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design 
and Technology was provided. We would also 
like to thank the independent evaluator Valerie 
Bistany, and look forward to the completion of the 
evaluation in early 2008. 
 

Eina McHugh
Director
The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children

The Beginning
The theme of physicality was central to the one-
off public and school workshops in the spring. 
Because I had been working with ideas of space 
and the occupancy of space in my own studio, the 
workshops developed along the following ideas: 
the body occupying space and the environment 
around the body. Over the three month period of 
workshops we tried many ways of expressing 
these thoughts. 

The youngest children [3 – 6 years] would trace 
their bodies, decorate the inside part of their body 
shape and then cut out their body shape to hang 
with other children’s artwork. We began to make 
box-like dens with coloured transparent walls to 
hang their body shapes inside. We would light 
these spaces, drape cloth over them as a roof and 
crawl inside. 

The slightly older children [7 – 9 years] also traced 
their body shapes but this time they would fill 
the body shape with writing and drawings that 
told us who they were. And they would draw an 
environment around their body shape that told 
us where they would like to be. Because these 
drawings were about the body in space we 
attached them to frames and used the frames to 
build different kinds of spaces that we could get 
inside. When we were inside these spaces we 

could see the physical shapes of the people who 
made it and read about them. Then we used willow 
to make these spaces to sit in, because it gave us 
more control over the shape and size of what we 
could build. Eventually we made standing willow 
encasements that just fit the body of a 7 – 9 year 
old child. They were also filled with symbols and 
text to give clues as to who made them. 

The 11 – 14 year olds explored physicality      
through portraiture and tracing of body shape.  
They filled their body shapes with text and imagery 
to give clues as to their personalities. Then they 
hung their drawings together in a space and 
linked each drawing with string when they found 
something similar written or drawn inside someone 
else’s artwork.

My Studio
When I went to my studio in the countryside for the 
summer, I knew that I wanted to make a space of 
my own. Before I started the residency, and while 
watching the children in the workshops, I had 
been thinking about my own childhood. It was very 
different in terms of environment from that of the 
children I was working with in The Ark, who were 
growing up in the city. But not all that different in 
the need and enjoyment in creating a space to be 
in and letting the imagination run riot inside. I knew 
what space I wanted to re-create. 

It was the gap in the hedge between my garden 
and my neighbours, which was very overgrown so 
that no-one knew you were in there. It had holes 
through the foliage where you could peep out and 
there were roots of large trees that were like ready 
made seats. The willow that I had learned to weave 
with, through working with the children, became a 
perfect material for this structure. But when I began 
to think about the space it wasn’t full of noise and 
imagination like the children’s work. It was very still 
and quiet. It was how I see the countryside now – 
as my place to be still and quiet in life; as my space 
to breathe. When I went to visit this old gap in the 
hedge at home, it wasn’t quite like I remembered. 
There were noises of cars and motorways and 
people and sirens. In trying to re-create the space I 
was also trying to preserve the memory I had of it.

When I returned to the city, I found myself in a noisy 
bustling environment again. My space and my time 
in my studio in the country were still lingering. I 
started to wonder about finding quiet and calm in 
the city – where I could find my meditative space 
in such a noisy place. During Culture Night at The 
Ark I had a conversation about this with a visitor 
who was looking at the willow piece. We decided 
that rooftops were the most calm spaces in the city. 
And so I began to think of myself on rooftops – of 
the feeling of being removed from the noise and the 
views. These thoughts fuelled the first workshops 
with the four groups that were to follow.

The Open 
Window

Yvonne Cullivan, ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children
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The Longer Term Workshops

Each of the four schools started their eight weeks of workshops in the same way. A simple 

clay animation workshop, themed on the city, was a fun and free way to get to know each 

other and get used to our workshop space and working together. From there we used our new 

photography and animating skills to create more magical short animations. For these we 

used photographs of our bodies moving within photographs of the city – climbing up walls, 

jumping across roof-tops. This workshop was a way to start discussions on urban space, our 

space within the city, personal space and how we think about the space we occupy.

YVONNE CULLIVAN, Artist in Residence.  

“I found the weekly trip to The Ark to be a magical experience for both the children and I. An 

element of surprise lay in store as the children’s ideas developed and were valued over the 

course of time. The direction of Yvonne and her team alongside the wide choice of resources 

available to the children opened an adventure on so many levels to them which will not cease.”

DEIRDRE HAYES, St. Mary’s National School, Clondalkin.

St. Peter’s Boys National School, Greenhills

Scoil Treasa, 
Donore Avenue

    When we were watching our 
animations, the boys were making 
shadow shapes with their bodies 
in front of the projector. So I 
decided to use some shadow in 
our workshops. Their animations 
also showed a love of storytelling 
and action adventure. So we 
designed our own cities, cut them 
from black paper and taped them 
to cloth frames to make shadow 
cities. We also created characters 
and objects and worked on a 
story to make short black and 
white shadow films. Then we 
printed stills from our films onto 

A2 paper and used collage and 
paint to decorate them. We 
photographed our bodies again 
and placed them inside our 
colourful created cities to make 
new films. The boys worked on 
ideas with their teacher in school 
each week based on what we 
were doing in the workshops. 
One week they brought me in little 
dens that they built from paper. 
They liked to build. So we built our 
cities in 3D from black card. We 
drew a large map for our city and 
arranged our buildings on it. Then 
we made some decisions about 

how we would like you to see our 
work. Finally we made some life 
size city buildings from bamboo 
and left them in the school as a 
reminder of our journey.

“It gives me good ideas for what I 
do at home like shadow puppets, 
sticks from the garden and made 
an outdoor picture. I think The Ark 
is just a great place to go to and 
helps me do lots of things, have 
fun and be creative.” 

WORKSHOP PARTICIPANT, 

From St. Peter’s Boys National School

St. Andrew’s 
Resource Centre, 
Pearse Street 

«  We also discussed ideas of 
transportation and made films in 
which we moved around Dublin 
and in some cases to the US 
and China! Patrick suggested 
that instead of being in the city, 
we could be moving around 
inside a space – like a bus or a 
building. This reminded me of 
personal space, a space of your 
own inside the busy city. I had 
been trying to develop my own 
work from the summer, thinking 
about all of the new ideas that the 
schools were developing too. I 
was experimenting with my light 
boxes, layering city images over 
the images of my childhood or 
cutting out my body shape from 
a picture of the city and putting 
a picture of the country behind 
it. I showed all of this to the 
children to see what they thought. 
They said they would like to try 
to make something similar. So 
we drew individual spaces that 
we would like to be in and then 
modelled the spaces from wire. 
We talked about our ideal place 
and chose an image for it. This 
image would be on the back wall 
of our structure. We photocopied 
images of the city onto acetate 
to make transparent walls for 
the rest of our structure. Finally 
we photographed ourselves and 
collaged our bodies into the ‘ideal 
location’. We liked the idea of 
light boxes and decided to have       
our personal created spaces lit 
from within. 

St. Mary’s 
National School, 
Clondalkin

    When we looked at our 
animations of our bodies in the 
city, Stephen suggested wearing 
costumes when taking the 
photographs so that we would 
become super heros moving 
around the city. So we used 
collage and colour to add to 
our city backgrounds and our 
photographs. Then Vanessa 
brought in a photograph of herself 
mid-jump over a swimming pool 
in Spain because it reminded 
her of the poses we were using 
to create our animations. While 
we were talking about our ideas 
the children told me that their 
school was near the mountains. 
Both of these things prompted 
me to think about being in two 
places at once, like the ideas of 
urban and rural that were running 
through my studio. We chatted 
about transporting ourselves 
from the city to the mountains. 
We drew wearable attachments 
that would give us super ability 
and transport us quickly from 
one place to the next. We 
made our designs in wire and 
photographed ourselves wearing 
them. Stephen suggested that 
we could become explorers 
travelling through different places, 
so we drew and collaged large 
backgrounds, both urban and 
rural to place our photographs 
in. Using the backgrounds and 
our photographs we made our 
Adventurers animations as our 
final piece.

»  In our animations we had been 
up on the roof of our school. We 
talked about building a space in 
the city just for you – if you could 
climb onto the rooftops and could 
make a home there – what would it 
look like, what materials would it be 
made from? We designed homes 
in groups and then made small 
wire models from our drawings. 
To make the walls more solid, 
we decorated these with plastics 
using weaving techniques like my 
willow space. We decided to make 
our homes much bigger so we 
could sit inside. So we shone light 
through our wire models casting 
big shadows up on the wall. We 
drew over these shadows to make 
large outlines of our homes on 
paper. Then we traced over these 
drawings with thick wire to make 
the frames that would become our 
walls. But we couldn’t get them 
to stand up! So we used piping 
to make large frames, as much 
like the shape of our wire outlines 
as possible, and hung our wire 
outlines inside them. We used 
plastics to weave solid walls, with 
one colour of plastic for inside our 
wire designs. One of the boys, 
Ciaran, brought us a drawing of 
two people talking to each other 
through tin can and wire from one 
hut to the next. And while we were 
building our pipe frames James 
was making sounds into the end of 
the pipes. When we put all of our 
walls together in the gallery and sat 
inside, we talked about what we 
might hear in there. In groups we 
scored urban sounds and recorded 
them to play inside our space.

PHOTOGRAPHY by Francesco Bistoni and Yvonne Cullivan

»

»

“I taught it was very good. I really 
loved working with the pipes. It 
was hard working with the wire 
but it was still fun. I liked working 
with all of the stuff and I hope our 
Project turns out well and thanks 
for taking us. All of you helped us 
to work in teams. Good bye.” 

LEROY, Scoil Treasa.

“I thought it was the greatest   
thing I have ever done in a long 
long time.” 

JAMES, Scoil Treasa.


